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JAMES  SUCKLING  |  GERMANY  |  RANGE  2025
Stuart  Pigott  |  Thursday,  July  31,  2025

Herzog Rielaner Beerenauslese | 2024 VDP.Erste Lage noble sweet

98/100 |  "An incredibly concentrated and compact dessert wine with gigantic freshness that some might find too much, but really

excites me. Huge flavors of dried apricots, mangoes and papayas on the full-bodied palate. Then incredible pineapple acidity comes

through in the very dynamic finish.“

 

Bürgergarten “Im Breumel” GG | 2024 VDP.Große Lage dry

97/100 | "The interplay of Asian pear fruit, mandarin orange acidity and subtle minerality makes this a very delightful and exciting

riesling GG. Great underplayed concentration and power. Although this is sleek on the medium-bodied palate, the drive and depth

in the finish is spectacular.“

 

Bürgergarten Muskateller Auslese | 2024 VDP.Erste Lage noble sweet

97/100 | "The exotic succulence of this remarkable muscat is stunning. So vibrant. Great mangosteen and papaya aromas and flavors.

Dynamic acidity drives the super-long and focused finish.“

 

Mandelring Scheurebe | 2024 VDP.Erste Lage dry

97/100 | "Incredible aromas of ripe melon and fresh basil, but they’re only the most obvious aromas in the very wide spectrum. There

are also papayas and hibiscus. So concentrated yet so vibrant, this flows over the medium-bodied palate. Dangerously minerally and

refreshing finish that doesn’t want to stop.“

 

Bürgergarten Muskateller | 2024 VDP.Erste Lage dry

97/100 | "This dry muscat has astonishing racy energy and great wet-stone minerality on the sleek and super-focused palate. What

fantastic pink and yellow grapefruit aromas, also a forthright grapiness. Powerful and vibrant wet-stone finish. From biodynamically

grown grapes.“

 

Vogelsang Riesling GG | 2024 VDP.Große Lage dry

96/100 | "Welcome to a beautiful cloud of riesling aromas that range from orange blossoms to fresh apricots. So fresh and delicate in

spite of the excellent ripeness, which was a challenge in this vintage. Fantastically filigreed in the super-long and refined finish.

Delicate chalky minerality. The first vintage of this wine.“

 

Bürgergarten Riesling | 2024 VDP.Erste Lage dry

96/100 | "The ravishing floral beauty on the nose makes it hard to get any further, but you must press on to the super-elegant,

medium-bodied palate with its delicate apricot, orange blossom and ripe melon flavors. Very long finish with a fresh tarragon note

that’s as subtle as the earthy side of this remarkable wine.“

 

Herrenletten Riesling | 2024 VDP.Erste Lage dry

96/100 | "A super-elegant dry riesling that’s only medium-bodied but very concentrated, with fantastic mineral freshness in the

focused and filigreed finish. I love the biscuity aroma that’s so far removed from all the riesling cliches.“

 

Herrenletten Weißburgunder | 2024 VDP.Erste Lage dry
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96/100 | "At once creamy, concentrated and powerful yet elegant and polished, this fabulous dry pinot blanc is medium- to full-

bodied with deep white tree fruit and yellow grapefruit aromas. Very long and compact finish.“

 

Herzog Weißburgunder | 2024 VDP.Erste Lage dry

96/100 | "The restrained richness and silky finesse make this extraordinary dry pinot blanc stand out in the crowd of German wines

of this category. Fantastic underplayed power and concentration. Extremely long, cool and precise finish.“

 

Bürgergarten Riesling Spätlese | 2024 VDP.Erste Lage off-dry

96/100 | "What a beautiful Spatlese. This has the combination of ripeness, freshness and delicacy that this category is all about.

Barely off-dry on the barely medium-bodied palate. Fantastic peachy fruit and no less fantastic clarity at the super-grapey finish.“

 

Herzog Rielaner Auslese | 2024 VDP.Erste Lage noble sweet

95/100 |  "The essence of apricots in this wine is hard to resist because it is so animating on the succulent, medium-bodied palate.

Wonderful creamy texture on the mid-palate, but so clean and straight in the finish.“

 

Neustadt “V” Weißburgunder | 2024 VDP.Ortswein dry

95/100 | "The red apple aromas make this dry pinot blanc stand out, but it is also a sleek and very fresh wine with an almost alpine

personality. Super-focused, medium-bodied palate, then a very long, racy finish with great precision. The first vintage of this wine.“

 

Haardt Riesling | 2024 VDP.Ortswein dry

95/100 | "The aromas and flavors of orange blossoms and smoke seem to vibrate. Fantastic tension and vitality on the super-focused,

medium-bodied palate. Such a refined and silky finish, you want it to go on forever, and it is very long.“

 

Gimmeldingen Riesling Kabinett | 2024 VDP.Ortswein off-dry

95/100 | "The Pfalz is not the ideal location for producing wines of this category, but this is a stunning riesling Kabinett with electric

acidity and wonderfully fresh apple and apple blossom aromas. Super-clean finish that pulls you inexorably back for more.“

 

Neustadt “V” Chardonnay | 2024 VDP.Ortswein dry

94/100 | "Unoaked chardonnay can be pretty boring, but this has terrific energy and vitality, the tension between restrained lees

creaminess and mineral freshness so exciting. Excellent interplay between chalky minerality and yellow apples on the focused,

medium-bodied palate. The first vintage of this wine.“

 

Haardt Weißburgunder | 2024 VDP.Ortswein dry

94/100 | "What a beautiful nose of orange blossoms and mandarin oranges. On the medium-bodied palate, this dry pinot blanc has

fantastic elegance and finesse. Very long, polished finish with terrific freshness.“

 

Gimmeldingen Riesling | 2024 VDP.Ortswein dry

93/100 | "A very elegant, cool and refreshing dry riesling with wonderful garden herb aromas and abundant white tree fruit on the

sleek, barely medium-bodied palate. With a bit of aeration it develops delicate mandarin orange aromas. Long, filigreed finish.“

 

Haardt Scheurebe | 2024 VDP.Ortswein dry

93/100 | "A very elegant expression of this grape that’s probably best described as a more discreet version of sauvignon blanc. Very

attractive yellow and pink grapefruit aromas. In spite of the freshness, this has a wonderfully silky finish.“

 


